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Fall 2021

WCSA AlumNEWS
WCSA INTEGRAL TO THE LEGACY
OF CHARLIE AND CAROL BERG
By Colin Berg (son of Charlie and Carol)
The Berg family’s connection with the University
of Minnesota Morris was through its predecessor, the
West Central School of Agriculture (WCSA). It started
with Carl Berg and Bertha Osterberg who graduated
from the WCSA in the early 1920’s. (The family still
has the graduation certificates.) They married and
farmed northwest of Chokio. All of their children,
Charlie, Bob, Jan, and Pat also attended and graduated
from the WCSA.
Charlie Berg met Carol Lamb from Motley at the
WCSA. After graduation, they married and also started
farming northwest of Chokio. They raised seven
children on their diversified crops and livestock farm.
In the late 1960’s and early 1970’s, Charlie
became involved in politics and worked as a lobbyist
for the Minnesota Livestock Feeders Association and
the Minnesota Taxpayers Association. He helped
convince legislators to drop the personal property tax,
which included a tax on owned farm machinery and
equipment. In place of the personal property tax the
state enacted a 3.0% sales tax.
Charlie ran for and was elected to the Minnesota
State Senate in 1972. Charlie served in that capacity
for 26 of the next 30 years, retiring in 2002. Although
the legislative district lines would change every 10
years based on the census, Charlie always represented
Stevens County and the University of Minnesota
Morris. Charlie Berg was the only legislator to be
elected as an Independent, as a Republican, and as
a Democrat, at different times in his capacity as a
legislator.
Later in life, Charlie and Carol decided to start an
annual scholarship fund at UMN Morris, as a tribute
to all of those who attended the WCSA. Their children,
along with other family members and friends, endowed
the Charlie and Carol Berg Scholarship Fund upon

their passing. Some family members have made a
commitment to the growth of the scholarship fund
through modest annual contributions and through
planned gifts by listing UMN Morris as a beneficiary
on an investment account.
“It’s hard to explain the impact that the WCSA had
on the Berg family and countless other families in West
Central Minnesota,” said Colin Berg, the fifth of the
seven children. “Dad and Mom were always excited to
attend the annual WCSA reunions to get together with
their friends from school. Those friends were kind of
like a second family.”

GREETINGS FROM ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT
KENWOOD RUND ’60

Gratitude
After a
challenging year
like we’ve had, a
person reflects.
And after the age
of 70 he reflects
even more. My
reflection brought me to gratitude.
I am grateful for a lot of things.
One of those is our wonderful
reunion this past September.
Thank you to all of you who came
and enjoyed the day with your
fellow Aggies.
I am also grateful for our
alumni board of directors. What
a great team of people with the
Ag School in their hearts. Being
elected president is an honor
because I get to interact with some
great people, all Aggies with WCSA
in their blood, and that is reflected
in all the decisions they make
for you. We have board members
with far ranging experience and
qualifications to work for you.
I am grateful too that with
the challenges of a COVID year
our UMM and WCROC partners
stepped up and helped us have a
super successful reunion. We have
received many compliments and
you can check the results of a survey
in this newsletter.
Most of all I am grateful for the
opportunity to once again connect
with old friends and classmates.
No one can really know what it
was like to be a part of the WCSA
experience except another Aggie.
Thank you for putting your
trust in me. I will do my best to
keep our legacy strong.
Ken
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Top row: David Kill ’60, vice-president; Kenwood Rund ’60,
president, Darrell Zimmerman ’61; Mike Madsen ’62, treasurer;
Donald Lende ’62. Front row: LaVonne Schmock Dupree ’59;
Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, secretary; LuWanna Foslien
Hintermeister ’60; Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62.

WCSA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD
The WCSA Alumni Association board is pictured
above at their Fall 2021 meeting. Ending his term
of service was President Tom Payne ’60 (right).
Tom was recognized by the board for his many
years of dedicated leadership and legacy-building
of the WCSA organization at the All-School
Reunion held on September 10, 2021.
WCSA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Kenwood Rund ’60, president
33103 160th Street
Battle Lake, MN 56515-9508
320-241-4603

Donald Lende ’62
23742 Stony Bar Circle
Pelican Rapids, MN 56572
218-863-7021

David Kill ’60, vice-president
5702 Silverthorn Place
Shoreview, MN 55126-5642
651-900-4378

Diane Jerpseth Madsen ’62
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, SD 57201-9400
605-753-1645

Michael Madsen ’62, treasurer
2042 Palisades Lane
Watertown, SD 57201-9400
605-753-1645

Darrell Zimmerman ’61
7566 640th Street
Herman, MN 56248-3005
320-563-4574

Patricia Lesmeister Nelson ’61, secretary
1000 Park Avenue
Morris, MN 56267-1859
612-599-1509

Legislative Interface and
Fundraising Committee
Les Bensch ’59
36209 County Highway 126
Ashby, MN 56309
218-747-2121

LaVonne Schmock Dupree ’59
1420 Minnesota Avenue, Apt 3
Breckenridge, MN 56520-2216
701-640-4991
LuWanna Foslien Hintermeister ’60
3234 Prairie Road NE
Carlos, MN 56319-8106
320-852-7115

Alumni Garden Committee
Carol Pederson Meyer ’60
508 Irving Street
Alexandria, MN 56308
320-763-5814

GREETINGS FROM DIRECTOR OF ALUMNI ENGAGEMENT JENNIFER ZYCH HERRMANN ’00

Hello, Aggies! I’m so happy that this summer and fall have provided opportunities
for many of you to get back to a more normal routine, as evidenced by some of the
recent reunions and planning for some winter get-togethers. I was honored to be
a part of the reunion of the class of 1956, held this July in Fergus Falls, Minnesota
and so happy that the All-School Reunion was back in Morris this September. My
colleagues and I often remark how wonderful it is to witness the lifelong relationships
you have fostered with your classmates and friends and we feel fortunate to be able to
help continue those connections.
I want to personally thank Tom Payne for his many years of service as President of the WCSA Alumni
Association board. Tom’s leadership and dedication to creating a legacy for the West Central School
of Agriculture will help ensure that your proud Aggie heritage lives on for generations to come. I also
want to extend my congratulations to Kenwood Rund, the new president of the board and to the new
board members, David Kill, Donald Lende, LaVonne Dupree, and Darrell Zimmerman. I look forward
to working with the new and returning members of the board as we continue the mission of the WCSA
organization.
As always, please send your stories and news and we’ll happily include it in an upcoming edition of the
AlumNEWS. We can be reached at 320-589-6066 or alumni@morris.umn.edu. We always look forward to
hearing from you!

ERICKSEN NAMED ACTING CHANCELLOR
The University of
Minnesota has named
Janet Schrunk Ericksen
as acting chancellor for
the Morris campus.
Ericksen has most
recently served as vicechancellor for academic
affairs and dean for
the Morris campus.
She assumed the role
of acting chancellor on
July 1, 2021, following
Chancellor Michelle Behr’s retirement. Behr retired at
the end of June after four and a half years of leadership
on the Morris campus.
Ericksen will focus her efforts as acting chancellor
on continuing to make the Morris campus a vibrant
center for liberal arts education, engaged with the
region, state, nation, and world.
“The campus has a strategic plan to reach and
maintain our mission to be a national leader in
collaborative and innovative 21st century liberal arts
education,” Ericksen said. “Chancellor Behr leaves
the campus in a favorable position to fulfill those
strategic commitments. My role will be to continue
that momentum.”

Ericksen began her career at UMN Morris in
1998 as an assistant professor of English. Since
then she has held a variety of administrative roles,
including director of the Honors Program, chair of
the Division of the Humanities, and interim chair
of the Division of the Social Sciences. Ericksen was
named vice chancellor of academic affairs and dean in
2020. Additionally, she has been an active participant
in University of Minnesota governance, including as a
University Senator and two terms as a member of the
Faculty Consultative Committee.
Ericksen is a member of the University of
Minnesota Academy of Distinguished Teachers, a
recipient of the University of Minnesota Morris
Alumni Association Teaching Award, and the author of
Reading Old English Biblical Poetry (U Toronto Press 2020).
With Ericksen stepping into the role of acting
chancellor, Peh Ng has been named acting vice
chancellor for academic affairs and dean for the
campus. Ng has been a mathematics professor at
Morris for 25 years and has been chair of the Science
and Mathematics division. Associate Professor of
Biology Rachel Johnson has been named interim chair
for the division.
University president Joan Gabel has said the
University will wait until mid-2022 before beginning a
search for the Morris campus’s next leader.
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Bob Riley ’55 (in digger) and Peter Orr work on
creating the WCSA Alumni Garden in 1996.

25 YEARS OF BEAUTY FROM
THE WCSA ALUMNI GARDEN

In 1996 the alumni of the West Central School
of Agriculture had an inspired vision. In harmony
with their ties to the land and their legacy on this
campus that was their home away from home, a garden
on the University of Minnesota Morris campus was
commissioned Thanks to the Aggie’s vision at that time,
and the ongoing support through donations to the fund
that supports the purchase of plants and the care of the
garden, the WCSA Alumni Garden is as beautiful today
as it was the first year it was planted.

MORRIS CHALLENGE GETS DIRECTOR AND DIRECTION
Doug Reed has been
named director of the Morris
Challenge, a new program
that will work with teams
from rural communities to
tackle challenges facing rural
areas. Reed says, “My first
step is building awareness
for the Challenge and
getting people excited about rural development.” The
Morris Challenge will prioritize problems chosen by
community consensus—Reed says this might include
affordable housing, healthcare, small business support,
and retention of young people via economic and
cultural investment.
As a new community member, Reed speaks highly
of Morris’s successes. “Morris is a revelation—better
than advertised. People work together in the spirit of
partnership and cooperation, and everyone thrives
when people lock arms and get things done together.
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I look forward to sharing our stories with other rural
communities.”
Morris’s unique issues are important to many
stakeholders in the Challenge. Bryan Herrmann,
vice chancellor for finance and facilities, says, “The
flexibility of the Challenge, with new problems
proposed each year, is important. Issues change, and
a solution for Morris isn’t necessarily going to be a
solution for someone in California.”
The Morris Challenge was the brainchild of retired
chancellor Michelle Behr. While the Challenge’s
planned flexibility makes it difficult to predict what
solutions it may bring, Behr had this to say about
its future: “In my wildest dreams, it will become a
national competition creating viable solutions for rural
communities worldwide. People make the conscious
choice to live in rural areas for the quality of life and
the community. We want the Challenge to be a model
for what can be done in and for those areas.”

WCSA ALUMNI ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP SUPPORTS
TWO STUDENTS

Amelia Adelman ’23 from Bellingham was the first recipient of the
WCSA School of Agriculture Alumni Association Scholarship in 2020–
21 and is continuing to receive support from this scholarship in the
current academic year. Majoring in biology and pre-veterinary science,
Adelman plans to become a large-animal veterinarian. Amelia is the
granddaughter of a WCSA Aggie.
Noah Schmidt ’24, from New London, is the newest recipient of the
WCSA Alumni Association Scholarship. Majoring in biology, Noah is
focusing on genetics and hopes to advance agriculture through a career
in developing healthier and more nutritious food.
Both Amelia and Noah extend their gratitude to each of you who
contributed to the WCSA Garden fund. Through your generosity, this
fund now supports both the planting and maintenance of the WCSA
Alumni Garden and this new scholarship so your legacy and connection
to agriculture lives on through your generous gifts. Noah shared that,
“this scholarship is helping me pursue my goals because college is
very expensive and anything I am able to save now will help me in my
academic career.”
If you’re interested in supporting the WCSA Alumni Garden and the West Central School of Agriculture
Alumni Association Scholarship so even more students can benefit, please reach out to Jennifer Zych Herrmann,
director of alumni engagement at 320-589-6066 or alumni@morris.umn.edu.

CLASS OF 1956 REUNION IN FERGUS FALLS
On July 16, 2021, the Class of 1956 held their
65th class reunion on a beautiful summer day in
Fergus Falls, Minnesota. The classmates had lunch
at the Pizza Ranch and then gathered for fun and
fellowship at the home of Loren and Orla Maahs.
There was also a special remembrance of dear
classmates who have passed away. Enjoy these photos
from the well attended get-together.
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2021 ALL-SCHOOL REUNION
September 10, 2021

West Central Research and Outreach Center (Formerly West Central Experiment Station)
’46 & ’51

’47

Marilyn Larson Pattison ’51, Don Davenport ’51, Wally
Mumm ’46
’48
Front: Virene Brunkow Olson, Ardelle Norman
Rohloff Back: Lois Hennen Johnson, Marceille Baldry
Power, Ruth Fisher Zimmerman
Wilton Swenson, Vernal Nelson

’50

’53

Front: Jennes Swenson, William Nigg, Floyd Eliason
Back: Wally Redfield, John Lampert, Kermit Stahn,
Bernard Meyer

Front: Edith “Peggy” Blakesley Horning, Betty
Norman Anderson, JoAnn Redfield Anderson
Back: Phyllis Gades Harste, David Meyer

’54

Front: Harvey Vogt, Marlys Thorstad Charles, Adrienne Akerson Horning, Ann Nicholson Hobert, Edna
Erickson Schaefer Middle: Russell Erlandson ’55, John Kvale, Ted Horning, Dallen Peterson, Gary Wendt, Allen
Mumm Back: Marlin Rieppel, Charles Dupree, Roger Mahoney, Douglas Payne, Laurel Lawrence
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’55

Front: Carol Dewey Erlandson, Janice Berg Arneson, Jan Oakstrom Johnson, JoAnn Miller Wendt, Eldon “Tex”
Larson Back: Stan Weeding, David Arneson, Tallack Johnson, Lyle Maanum, Werner Goerke, Gurvin Femrite,
Virgil Fults
’57

Front: Marlin Jerpseth, Charles Spohr, Raymond
Luschen, Francis Sykora Back: Armand Aswege, Alvin
Gunderson, Harry Olson.

’58 &
’59

Front: LaVonne Schmock Dupree ’59, Blaine
Sivertson ’58, Kay Noble Mariotti ’58, Bob Lanners ’58
Back: Dennis Gibson ’59, Richard Commerford ’59,
Leon “Bud” Kopitski ’59, Les Bensch ’59

’60

Front: Carol Pederson Meyer, Sharon Gunderson Petersen, LuWanna Foslien Hintermeister, Norma Bradow,
Karen Swendsrud Frederick Back: Gayland Fronning, Jerry Wohlers, Larry Madsen, David Krenz, David Kill,
Eugene Bromenshenkel, Kenwood Rund, Daniel Akerson, Tom Payne
continued
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WCSA WINTER
GATHERINGS IN
WARM PLACES

’61

Front: Patricia Lesmeister Nelson, Alan Sunby, Jerome Schuelke, Dick
Walvatne Back: Darrell Zimmerman, Jim Renelt, Orrin Cole, James
Noble, Dale Webb
’62

Front: Margo Noble McIntyre, Diane Jerpseth Madsen Back: Keith
Kvistero, Phillip Schultz, Michael Madsen, Dave Bromenshenkel

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 14, 2022....................Arizona WCSA Winter Reunion
February 16, 2022........................Texas WCSA Winter Reunion
May 19, 2022.......... WCSA Alumni Association Board Meeting
July 15, 2022.......................WCSA All-School Summer Reunion
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Whether you’re a year-round
resident of Texas or Arizona, a
winter snowbird, or a visitor to
the Southwest, you are invited to
attend these West Central School
of Agriculture Alumni Association
warm-weather get-togethers. Please
register in advance for these events
so you can be notified by
the organizers of any changing
plans or cancellations.
ARIZONA—FEBRUARY
The Arizona WCSA All-School
Winter Reunion is planned for
Monday, February 14, 2022. Gather
at 10 a.m. for conversation and a
noon meal at the ViewPoint RV and
Golf Resort (8700 East University
Drive, Mesa, AZ 85207). All are
welcome. To make your reservation,
contact Karen (Kermit ’53) Stahn at
kkstahn@hometownsolutions.net or
320-815-9030. Please make sure to
attend if you make a reservation, as
the resort charges whether you show
or not.
Directions: From US 60, exit on
Soussaman Road, north about
three miles to University; right on
University; and left on Hawes Road.
The resort is on Hawes Road.
TEXAS—FEBRUARY 16, 2022
WCSA Alumni are also invited to
gather for an informal winter Texan
reunion on Wednesday, February
16, 2022, at 11 a.m. at Gatti’s
Pizza (4100 North Second Street,
McAllen, TX 78504).
NOTE: The details for this event are tentative
and could change. Please RSVP with
LaVonne Dupree ’59 at 701-640-4991
so she can easily share updates with those that
plan to attend.

WCSA REUNION SURVEY

Attendees of the 2021 All-School Reunion had the opportunity to share their feedback at the conclusion of the
event. If you have comments you’d like to share, whether you were unable to attend or thought of something
after the event, we’d like to hear from you. Please send your comments to the Office of Alumni Relations
(alumni@morris.umn.edu), and we will tabulate and share your input with the WCSA Alumni Association board.
Thank you in advance for helping make future reunions the best they can be. Note: Only alumni in attendance received a
survey form at the Annual Meeting at the 2021 All-School Reunion September 10, 2021. 75 surveys were gathered upon adjournment. The results
are tabulated below.
1. Do you want the University of Minnesota West Central
Research and Outreach Center to continue hosting
WCSA All-School Reunions at Ag Country Auditorium?

		 91 % Yes

6% No

2. How many more years would you consider attending
our WCSA All-School Reunion?

		 1–3 years
		 26%

4–5 years
19%

6–10 years
51%

3. Do you like the current format of having a reunion that
includes luncheon, followed by the annual meeting
and optional tours?

		 97% Yes

0%No

4. Please check your preference of the tours offered:

		
		
		
		

Horticulture Display Garden.... 39 votes (52%)
Renewable Energy Project........ 26 votes (35%)
Animal Facilities................... 17 votes (23%)
Fields, Crops........................13 votes (17%)

What other activities would you like to see included
that are not mentioned above?

Campus tours, wine & keg, story times, reminiscing
5. In attending future All-School Reunions, would you be
interested in attending an evening off-campus dinner if
one were organized by your classmates?

		 61% Yes

29%No

Additional Comments

		 Continue to hold on Fridays! Great job! Very good! Good job! Thanks!
		 I feel the Committee has done a great job! Thanks! I like having the reunion in September at this place!

CLASS NEWS AND “IN YOUR WORDS”
WCSA alumni love reading Class News, so please
send us your updates! Mail us a letter, give us a call,
or send us an email about your careers, families,
travels, hobbies, activities, and WCSA memories. We
will include your news in the next AlumNEWS. The
deadline for submission is February 10, 2022.
FUNDING FOR ALUMNEWS
Your donations fund AlumNEWS. Thank you to
those who have given in the past—we appreciate your
support! Checks to fund AlumNEWS can be made
payable to the University of Minnesota Morris and
sent to the address below.

AlumNEWS is published by the University of Minnesota
Morris. It is available in alternative formats upon
request. Class news, donations, comments, corrections,
and questions may be directed to:
Jennifer Zych Herrmann ’00
Director of Alumni Engagement
University of Minnesota Morris
Welcome Center, 600 East Fourth Street
Morris, Minnesota 56267-2132
320-589-6066
alumni@morris.umn.edu

ALUMNEWS ONLINE
WCSA AlumNEWS—along with WCSA photos and
history—is available online at alumni.morris.umn.
edu/wcsa-alumni-association. If you would prefer
to access the newsletter exclusively online, please
contact us to request that your name be removed
from the conventional mailing list.
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FONDLY REMEMBERED
Arloa Larson ’49 passed away July 6, 2021. Born
on December 7, 1931, near Ortonville. Arloa was
the oldest of five children. She was baptized at home
and confirmed at Eidskog Lutheran Church in rural
Ortonville. She attended rural school at District 12,
Malta Township near Clinton and was very active in
4-H. After graduating from eighth grade, she attended
the West Central School of Agriculture and graduated
with honors in 1949. That summer she attended two
sessions of summer school at Northern State Teacher’s
College in Aberdeen so that she could teach rural
school that next year at Alban near Milbank, South
Dakota. She was only 17 at the time, and some of her
students were not much younger! Her main goal was
to earn enough money to be the first in her family to
attend college and earn a degree. In 1950 she enrolled
at Augsburg College in Minneapolis. She transferred
to the University of Minnesota’s Saint Paul campus in
1951 and graduated in June 1954 with a bachelor of
science degree in home economics education. While at
the U of M, she was a member of the Clovia Sorority.
Her first job after graduation was as the Swift County
Extension Home Economist in Benson from 1954 to
1957—a “wonderful job” by her description.
She married Harold Knutson. They lived one mile
from the Knutson home farm, and Harold farmed
with his father. In 1963 they moved to the home farm
and lived there until Harold’s sudden death in July
1998. Arloa moved to Starbuck shortly thereafter.
She and Harold had wintered in Mesa, Arizona for
several years following their retirement in December
1993. After Harold’s death, Arloa continued to enjoy
Arizona winters. She met Les Larson there, and they
were married in 2005. They enjoyed Arizona in the
winter and Watertown, South Dakota, in the summers.
They also traveled extensively and enjoyed visiting with
family and friends. Les passed away in 2014. Arloa
moved to Litchfield and lived at Emmaus Place and
then Gloria Dei apartments. Illness forced a move
to the Dassel Lakeside nursing home in September
2020. She survived COVID 19 in November 2020
and had just returned to walking recently. She was also
appreciating the increase in activities and visitors this
spring and summer.
Arloa and Harold had six children. Twins Kent
and Kirk died shortly after birth in 1957. Kristi, Steve,
Scott, and Mike arrived over the next 9 years and filled
them with their greatest joy. Arloa was a stay-at-home
10

mom and homemaker for 20 years. She encouraged
everyone to achieve at their highest potential and was
proud of seeing all her children and grandchildren
follow in her steps to graduate from college.
Harold and Arloa were active members of East
Zion Lutheran church for almost 50 years. In the
community she was involved in the Starbuck PTA,
Minnewaska Hospital Auxiliary, Starbuck Depot
Society, Starwaska Study Club, West Central School of
Agriculture Alumni board, University of Minnesota
Morris Lutheran Campus Ministry board, and Clovia
Alumni. She judged at many county fairs and taught
classes at Homemaker’s workshops at the UMN Morris
campus. She was a substitute teacher in the Starbuck
schools after her children were settled. She returned
to the workforce in 1978 as a Head Start/Home Start
teacher and Nutrition Consultant and worked for 15
years in a five-county area. In 1993 she was named
Head Start Teacher of the Year for Region 5, which
includes six states.
She is survived by one daughter, three sons, nine
grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren, a sister,
a brother, and two sisters-in-law. Also surviving her
are Les’ children and many other nieces, nephews,
godchildren, cousins, and friends.
Edward C. Mitteness ’49, passed away July 25,
2021. He was born April 18, 1932, on the family
farm in Camplake Township of rural Benson. He was
baptized and confirmed at Swift Falls Lutheran Church
of rural Benson. In 1965 he married Eveline Caroline
Nesheim at Wood Lake Lutheran Church of rural
Astoria, South Dakota.
Edward attended rural school for four years,
Benson Public School for four years, and went on to
graduate from WCSA. While attending school there, he
sang in the school chorus that went on tours and played
for the school dances, where he was paid five dollars for
the evening. As soon as he completed his schooling,
he became a farmer and farmed until 1998, when he
retired and moved to South Dakota on Eveline’s home
place. He raised small grain, soybeans, corn, sugar
beets, and, at times, livestock. Edward was active in
Farm Bureau, holding the offices of Vice President
and Secretary for many years. Even after retirement
he liked to attend meetings to keep up on new ideas
on farming and enjoyed helping his renter with field
work. He was a member of Sons of Norway and sang in

the Benson Male Chorus. He never tired of listening
to music. He enjoyed all types of music. After hearing
a song, he could play it on his accordion or piano. One
of Edward’s greatest thrills was when he got to see his
grandparent’s birthplace in Norway.
Edward was a member of the Swift Falls Lutheran
Church for 34 years and then joined Our Redeemer’s
Lutheran Church, where he was a member, usher, and
sang in the choir for 32 years. He served on the church
council in both churches. When he moved to South
Dakota he became a member of Wood Lake Lutheran
Church for 21 years until it closed. Recently, his
health prevented him from being active in Christ
Lutheran Church.
Edward is survived by his wife, Eveline, of 56
years; two nephews, one niece, and their spouses and
families; and Eveline’s nephew and niece.
Eveline included this note with Edward’s obituary:
“As you can see, Edward passed away in July. He often
talked about his years at Morris. I remember the last
reunion he attended in 2015. When we left, he began
to cry. I asked him, ‘Why are you crying?’ He answered,
‘Because I will never see my classmates again.’ He also
missed the snowbirds that didn’t make it to the summer
reunions. He enjoyed being a farmer very much. I
asked him last winter ‘Would you still be a farmer if
you were able?’ He informed me, ‘Very much so.’ He
was one of the first farmers in the Benson area to have
an irrigation system.”
Gordon Geistfeld ’57 passed away December 21,
2020. He was born in Clarkfield and attended Saint
Luke’s Lutheran Church, Posen Township, where
he also attended his first eight grades of school. His
freshman and sophomore years were spent at Wood
Lake High School. He then transferred to the WCSA
for his junior and senior years. After returning home,
he farmed with his parents. In 1961, he married LaVila
Warnke. They had four children. Gordy always had a
special love for dairy cattle, and in 1962 he purchased
his first registered Holstein cow. Thus began a 32year Grade A dairy farm with the registration name of
“Vigor-Farm”—Vi,Gordy, and family. After leaving
the dairy business, Gordy worked at Hoffco in Wood
Lake and from there moved on to selling aerial
photography with “Sky View” out of Castlewood, South
Dakota, in six states. In 1993 he started working for
“American Fan Trams’’ out of Dallas, Texas. He drove
for professional sporting events from coast to coast,
including Daytona, Pebble Beach, Portland, Boston,

and many events in between. Six years brought him to
every state in the lower 48. After this adventure, he
worked at Running’s in Marshall driving semi, which
started him on a whole new adventure. He worked for
several trucking firms in the area, eventually buying his
own trucks and hauling grain for local elevators.
Gordy was an avid bowler. He and Vi were in three
leagues, enjoying nights out with friends. He also liked
lawn work and planting flowers. Because of his love of
travel, the family took many trips: California, Arizona,
Washington D.C., Maryland, Texas, Wisconsin,
Kansas, and annual trips to the Medora, North
Dakota, area; as well as two trips to Bermuda, staying
at the U.S. Naval station with his brother Ken. But
his most enjoyable trips were three mission trips to
Chile. In July of 2018 Gordy suffered a severe stroke,
paralyzing his left side. He lived at the Minneota
Manor for two years before moving to the Granite Falls
Care Center in September of 2020. He is survived by
his four children, as well as grandchildren and greatgrandchildren, a sister, and two brothers.
Donald Anderson ’61 passed away January
11, 2021. He was born in Litchfield. He attended
country school through the eighth grade. He then
attended WCSA, or “Cow College” as Don called it,
until graduation in 1961. He drove semi, hauling
livestock for his family until he married Donna (Kelly)
Anderson in 1963. They had three children. Don also
attended Dunwoody Institute and taught welding. Don
was a “jack of all trades” and loved to travel. The family
lived in several different areas of Minnesota and in
1970 moved to California. In California, he bought
and sold heavy equipment, which took them all over
the state. 1980 took the family to Connell,
Washington, where they owned and operated a 24-hour
truck stop. 1982 found the family back in Minnesota.
1990 Don and Donna divorced. Don married Arlene
(Rieppel/Hasse) on May 30, 1998. They lived in
several different places in Minnesota before they
settled by Grove Lake near Glenwood. In October of
2018, Don’s health started to decline, so they moved
into an apartment in Osakis. Don loved to visit and tell
stories, tinker and fix things, play cards, and watching
old westerns on TV.
He is survived by his wife Arlene, three children,
one step-son, six grandchildren, two step-grandsons,
and two great-grandsons, as well as a brother, many
nieces and nephews, cousins, and other relatives.
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